Orlando A Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—May 17, 2008—Richard’s Restaurant

Commander Matt Elkin presided and opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. Chaplain Jacob Elkin led the group in the opening prayer, and members joined to recite the American’s Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance. Minutes for the March and April meetings were distributed and approved with amendments to include the Treasurer’s reports. Treasurer Randy McNally was not present but provided the following report: 
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Jacob Elkin, Allen Moore,  Jon Ayers, Ned Baker, Larry Myer, Tom Crawford, Merrell Kenworthy, Todd Dwigans, and Gayle Eikenberry. Barbara Moore, Rosalea Kenworthy, Beth Myer, and Gerald Jones attended as our guests.

Old Business:

The cannon has been placed in its new home with a special ceremony to commemorate the occasion which was held on Saturday afternoon, May 10. Tom Crawford expressed concern about action on the last Civil War Survivor of Carroll County project. He gave a promotional talk about the purpose of our organization and the reasons we joined it to encourage us to donate to the project and expressed disappointment with the lack of financial support in general by the community. Brother Crawford explained that it is necessary to move on ordering the plaque before there is a price increase. He distributed a price list and described the various options we have. Much discussion resulted, and choices were narrowed down to four: 


1) a black granite plaque 24x12


$300



2) a bronze plaque 24x12


$886



3) a bronze plaque 20x12


$742


4) a bronze plaque 20x10


$620




(+$150 fee for the base and installation)

We hope to receive a 10-15% reduction from the listed price. It was estimated that we had received $300 so far in donations, and others would be forthcoming. Commander Elkin stated that he would continue to solicit donations during the summer from other organizations in order to reduce the cost to the camp. Commander Elkin called for a motion to decide which of the four choices we wanted to pursue. Brother Crawford suggested choice #3 with a total cost of $892 and made a motion to authorize up to $892 to be spent from our treasury so the plaque could be ordered and the price fixed. Jon Ayers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Commander Elkin directed the secretary to contact our treasurer to inform him of our decision.

New Business

Commander Elkin distributed copies of General Orders 17 & 18 and Special General Order #2 from our Commander-in-Chief Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

Special Order #2 concerned the illness of Bob Lowe (PDC California and Pacific & National Graves Registration Officer) and Sister Pat Mullinex (past National President of the DUV). Commander Elkin directed Chaplain Jacob Elkin to offer a prayer on their behalf, and we paused for the prayer.
Commander Elkin also reminded us of the Department Encampment at IUK on June 7 and the Memorial Day ceremonies at Marion and Gas City. Tom Crawford encouraged us to attend the Memorial Day ceremony at Crown Point Cemetery in Kokomo.
Commander Elkin reported information he had received from Alan Teller about the Howard County Genealogical Society’s tent at the Howard County 4-H Fair. Volunteers are needed to help on Sunday, July 6, from 1 p.m. until evening and on Tuesday, July 8, from 4:30 -10:00 p.m. Merrell Kenworthy may be able to help on Sunday and Commander Elkin will help on Tuesday.
Jon Ayers offered two copies of the Courier.
Program
Gerald Jones have a detailed program about the Fort Pillow (Tennessee) Massacre.
Commander Elkin closed the meeting at 3:07 p.m., and the closing prayer was given by Chaplain Jacob Elkin. The next meeting will be September 20.










Gayle Eikenberry, Secretary
